
The FORESTER 
TRAIL

Additional information to that contained on the leaflet about 
The Forester Trail. The points that appear in brackets are 
described in that leaflet

Start of the route: Las Arroturas
End of the route: Kolitza
Also accessible from: Lanzas Agudas, Bernales, Pando
Length: 30 km.
Estimated time: 9h 45’
Cumulative ascent: 1,345 m.
Level of difficulty: high

The trail in the area of La Argañeda                    P: Mitxel Andreu

Alternative trails
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Ayuntamiento del Valle de Karrantza 
Karrantzako Udala

Zone of Ordunte vulture colony                         P: S. García Ahedo

Detailed description of the Forester Trail

Starting from Las Arroturas (1) ehead along the 
access track to Salduero. When you reach the place 
called Alkuera, pass the road between Salduero and 
Zalama to the right and continue straight ahead, leaving 
behind the pine forest and crossing an area of heather 
and bracken. 

To the left you pass a track that leads to the Argañeda 
basin and then, following the signs, leave the track along 
which you have been walking, running along the edge 
of the lower part of the pine forest, and go up a path 
that rises to your right, up to the old sheepfold known as 
Porciles.

From Porciles, head in the direction towards the Ordunte 
vulture colony (2).

After entering a small beech forest called  los Troncones 
(3), you will return to the access track to Salduero and 
you will arrive at the vulture colony shortly afterwards.

 

After you have passed the vulture colony, take the track to 
the left that goes into the dense beech forest of Ordunte, 
in the area of La Argañeda (4).

The narrow path continues along the hillside, following its 
contour lines, in the shade of the beech trees, crossing 
sharp and steep streams which, at the points where they 
intersect with the trail, form small, attractive waterfalls with 
the damp and rocky walls covered in moss, liverworts and 
ferns.

When the path begins to drop, you come to a shepherd’s 
hut called the Cubio del Cuadro (5), which is next to the 
main forest track. 



Follow the path behind the hut and start to go up again 
until you reach the place known as La Brena.

From La Brena, follow the signs on the path that runs 
along the edge of the Larga Crag, until you reach the 
La Joyanca spring and then another reconstructed 
shepherd’s hut called Soriza. 

After you cross the Peñaranda stream, which forms a 
small waterfall at this point, you will arrive at the turn-off 
for the Guard House. 

If you have climbed up to the guard house, you need to 
return to the path and continue up a gentler slope until 
you reach the hill range in the area known as the Medio 
Pass.

At this point, the short-distance (PR) “Forester Trail” 
happens to join the long distance (GR) 123 – “Tour of 
Bizkaia”.

Leave the hill range and the main path along which the 
GR runs and continue down the track until you come to the 
old  camino de Hornes (6) (Hornes’ way) which used to 
connect Lanzas Agudas with the Mena Valley. 

From here, continue by zig-zagging slightly up the 
path.

Follow the sign for the Forester Trail, alongside a hillock 
called the Esquina del Pozo, before crossing a small area 
of the Baljerri beech forest (7) at the top, until you come 
to another old shepherd’s hut called Los Frailes, together 
with the remains of some ancient stone sheepfolds, used 
to keep the sheep, near to which the spring of the same 
name is located.

Here, the path starts to go down through the beech forest 
and you will have to pay close attention to the markings. 

Then the trail continues down through moorland, passing 
the Balgerri beech forest to the right, and it starts to lose 
height. After passing by another restored hut, you come 
to the mountain’s main track, in a place called La Bernía.

At La Bernía, continue along the track towards Bernales.

Follow the path that, after skirting around the Cornezuelo 
peak, through brezales (8) and fern-covered ground, 
goes into an alder and chestnut grove. Then you pass 
through woodlands with thicket stage and pole stage 
trees, ancient varieties of chestnuts and pollarded beech 
trees and a small grove of sessile oak, all that remains 
of the area that this species once occupied in Ordunte.

Pyrenean oak forest of La Brena         P: M. Sabino

This detour allows you to reach the 
hill range, near to the Espino Pass, 
after passing the restored guard hut 
mentioned above.

A beautiful place to have a rest before 
you reach the hill range, with a view of 
the Peñarada valley and with the Lanzas 
Aguda district in the background.

This path joins the GR 123 before 
finally ending in Lanzas Agudas.

If you continue up towards the El 
Portillo from this point, following the 
watersheds, you will reach the Balgerri 
Peak.

Los Frailes shepherd’s hut            P: Provincial Council of Bizkaia

When the track starts to go down, there 
is a path to the left that goes down a 
sleep stope, travelling a short distance 
to the village of Bernales.

Shepherd’s hut near Bernía     P: Provincial Council of Bizkaia
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Cubio del 
Cuadro

P: 
Provincial 
Council of 
Bizkaia



At this point the path comes up to the Rameras Crag and 
then skirts down around the crag to the hut called Abuos, 
which was originally used as a shepherd’s hut and was 
more recently used to keep oxen that hauled the timber 
from the beech trees that were felled in this area in the 
1940s.

From here, the path runs alongside the River Bernales, 
and next to some beautiful varieties of chestnut trees 
(9) and fine looking beech trees mixed with sessile oak 
trees.

The path starts to rise, first running parallel with the River 
Bernales and then along the hillside, between moorland 
and rocky outcrops, until it comes to the hillock where 
you will arrive at another old path, known as Partearroyo 
(10), in the Mena Valley.

If you follow the track, it goes up a gentler slope along 
the hillside, between beech trees, until it reaches a lovely 
waterfall at the headwaters of the Escaleras stream.

After the waterfall, continue climbing, first between 
Pyrenean oaks and some sessile oaks. At the top, you 
pass a small group of Scots pines with little growth, 

despite their age, and at the bottom some replanted black 
pines. Then you enter another beech forest in the area 
called Giniebro, which is known for having a high number 
of yew and holly trees (11) and for the numerous coal 
basins that are visible on the small plateaus on the 
mountain. 

At the end of the beech forest, on the Corzo Passage, 
you cross through an area of replanted black pines and, 
after passing the hillock, the path again starts to run 
along the hillside before you enter another beech forest 
called Las Chorras. 

This slope is very steep, with numerous springs and small 
streams during rainy seasons, which flow downstream 
and converge to form the River Linares.

When the beech forest ends at one of the streams, the 
path passes through moorland until it comes to an open 
field called the Ilsos de Ribacoba (12).

Carry on, leaving behind the town of Karrantza and 
entering Artzentales, and after climbing along the hillside, 
between oak and birch trees, you arrive back at the 
Ordunte hill range, between the peaks of Cerro Cuchillo 
and Burgüeño.

Escaleras stream             P: P. C. Bizkaia

There is a path here that goes up an 
extremely steep slope to the Maza de 
Pando where, on clear days, there are 
incredible views of the Karrantza Valley 
and the Nieves Hermitage to the north 
and the outcrops of Mount Peña and 
the Fraile Crag to the south. Ilsos de Ribacoba                                                               P: Hazi

At the Ilsos de Ribacoba, pass the turn-
off towards La Escrita to the left and 
in the east another path leads to the 
source of the River Agüera.

Kolitza mountain from area of Burgueño               P: Google maps
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Cornezuelo from Lanzas Agudas              P: HAZI



At the NE base of the Mount Burgüeno, you re-join the 
GR 123, until you arrive at Kolitza.

Carry on along the track that runs alongside the 
Ordunte hill range for a few metres until to come to a 
turn-off to the left, at the Terrero base, which will take 
you along an old path between oak woodland (13) 

and beech trees, directly to La Nevera hill, where your 
journey will end.

Nearby, there is a recreation area next to the Nevera 
Spring, the mountain hut and the ancient ice house; at 
the top of Mount Kolitza there is a hermitage dedicated 
to Saint Sebastian, Saint Fabian and Saint Roch.

The hermitage dedicated to Saint Sebastian, Saint Fabian and Saint Roch, at the top of Mount Kolitza.                           P: Asier Sarasua

Other ways of accessing the Forester Trail
Take the mountain path out of the neighbourhood and, on the first bend, go up and 
pass over the neighbourhood.

Follow the road to Balgerri, passing a mature beech forest at the bottom of the path, 
cross the stream and the road will turn and join a path between pollarded beech trees. 

When you leave the beech forest, go around a meadow enclosed with a stone wall. Follow the signs, zig-zagging up 
along the path until you reach Portillo, which the path passes through.

The distance from the neighbourhood is 3.5 km.

If you want to take the fastest route to the path, follow the road to Balgerri and, when you have passed the stream you 
will join the path in La Bernía.

300 metres from the Bernales village entrance from Concha, take the second path, which 
goes down to the right towards Cornezuelo. Once on the path, pass the first turn-off to the 
right which leads to the pine forest and continue heading upwards until you come to the 
path at around 1600 metres from the village.

This route starts in el Chorrote, a group of houses in the upper part of the Pando district.  
The path starts on an old road, near to a livestock building, towards the mountain. The 
first section is surrounded by hayfields. Then, always travelling upwards, take a road 
to the left, where you will come across replanted black pines and then fir trees at the 
top, followed by replanted broadleaved trees at the bottom. 

After passing a meadow, you join the old path in a forest featuring numerous holly trees, some large in size, and 
varieties of chestnut trees.  Before passing another enclosed meadow, go up the hillside, along the signposted path, 
between Pyrenean oaks, until you reach the main track. 

Once here, carry on up the main track that leads to the meadows, pass by the cattle huts on the Campa Peak and go 
up the Partearroyo road, up the hillock that forms the slope of the Maza de Pando, and you will come to the Forester 
Trail.

The distance to the trail from Pando is 3 km.
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