
 

 

Specifically, the achievements of LIFE+ Sustainable Ordunte are as follows: 

• The erosion process in the Zalama peatbog has been halted.  

This peatbog is the most important area in Ordunte since it is the only one of its kind in the 

Autonomous Community of the Basque Country and the easternmost on the Iberian Peninsula. 

Long-term factors such as livestock pressure, fires and the movement of vehicles had resulted 

in the loss of much of the peat through erosion. As a result of LIFE+ Sustainable Ordunte, 

fences have been installed to exclude livestock, 7,000 square metres of slopes have been 

covered with geotextiles to stop the loss of peat and peatbog species such as Eriophorum 

vaginatum (classified as in danger of extinction) have been planted. In addition, a collaboration 

agreement has been signed between the Provincial Council of Bizkaia and Nottingham Trent 

University (NTU) in the United Kingdom to obtain, through new technologies, valuable 

information to apply to the conservation of the Zalama peatbog. 

• The livestock pressure on the mires of Salduero has been reduced.  

Within the framework of this project, the Management Plan for the pastures and the Salduero 

area has been drafted to prevent the degradation of these habitats, where traditionally there 

has been livestock and horses. To this end, livestock management measures have been 

implemented, such as the creation of drinking troughs, salt points, scrapers and clearings, 

which have helped to divert the pressure from livestock to less vulnerable areas and, at the 

same time and in parallel, this has improved the conditions of the livestock activity. 

• More than 250 hectares of semi-natural forest have been restored.  

Some 180 hectares of Monterey pine plantations and 33 hectares of eucalyptus plantations 

have been replaced with native trees (beeches and, secondarily, oaks, birches, mountain ash, 

etc.). From the beginning of the project there has been a commitment from Karrantza Harana 

Council, owner of the forests in which the restoration has been carried out. Likewise, the 

structure of 51 hectares of Pyrenean oak groves and 10 hectares of alder groves has been 

improved. The remnant populations of the paleotropical ferns Trichomanes speciosum and 

Woodwardia radicans have also been located to avoid disease. 

• Environmental interpretation and technical exchanges on Ordunte have been facilitated.  

Within LIFE+ Sustainable Ordunte, publicity initiatives have been carried out to raise 

awareness about the natural values of the ZEC Ordunte among the potential agents and social 

sectors involved, disseminate the project and communicate its results. For this purpose, 

brochures have been published, a project website and information video about Ordunte have 

been produced, and there has been merchandising material, articles and publicity campaigns 

with photographic exhibitions, excursions, competitions and talks. A 30-kilometre trail crossing 

Ordunte has also been designed and marked out, and an interactive digital teaching unit has 

been created for primary school students with the aim of promoting changes in attitudes 

toward conservation among children. Finally, networks of experts and exchanges have been 

created between technicians and scientists who have obtained different results, among others 

the publication of a technical monograph dedicated to the Zalama peatbog.  


