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ABSTRACT: 

With this research we intend to examine and point out the intercst of the 'limit between sculpture and street 
fúrniture'. Our aim consists in establishing some precise theoretic guidelines in order to appreciate and 
understand aesthetic phenomena in regards to the conception of streetfúrniture, especially from the last third 
of the XX century onwards, which is related to the thinging ('objectualization') of the sculpture inclined as a 
result of historical vanguard and in tune with the mode of understanding the syncretic application of artistic 
postulations in the design of preferential functional usage. This is why our main hypothesis is based on the 
corroboration of the existence of this 'drift' or 'slide', which stamps sculptural reminiscence to street furniture, 
crystallizing in a '/imina/', 'interstitia/' and 'intermediate' territory where synergies between public sculpture 
and architecture in mínimum scale ('micro-architecture') can be in touch, reverting in the development of 
street furniture which takes part at a leve] of detail, in the regeneration and rehabilitation of urban public 
space of the cities. 

About these concepts of city, architecture, urban public space, public scu!pture and street fúrniture tilts the 
proposed methodological corpus, involving us in a concrete and localized urban scenery which constitutes 
the city of Bilbao, irnportant focal point for the historie evolution and transcendental processes of urban 
redesign and transforrnation which is taking place in this city which is characterised by its post-industrial and 
metropolitan dimension. 

The relevance of '11rba11 design' manifested in Bilbao is vita_! -as well as in other mentioned cities such as 
Barcelona-, in a territorial model which is part of detennined urban planning, conditioned by geographical 
configuration features such as the presence of the Ría. This urban design along with the planning and 
communication and transir netlvorks, weaves in confluence with the architecture, the 'urban scenography' 
materialized in the public spaces where monumental 'permanence' and symbolic persistence the presence of 
the architecture or public sculpture with the value of monument- must share in post-modernity a complex 
space-territory each time conceptually more complex and physically more undefined with the singular 
elements of street furniture, reminiscence of pseudo-monumental and/or sculptural excrescence. 
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