
 

1 
 

ISAD OF THE MUNICIPAL FONDS OF ZALLA 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA U48096 

Title Municipal Archive of Zalla 

Date(s) 1651 – 1940 

Level of description Fond 

Extent and medium of the unit of description − Linear metres: 39,53 l/m 
− Boxes: 288 
− Loose books: 47 
− Number of case files: 8.252 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Local Authority of Zalla 

Institutional history Zalla is in the Biscay district of Enkarterri and 
belongs to the judicial district of Balmaseda. 
It was awarded a seat and voting rights in the 
Councils of the Feudal Domain of Biscay as a 
result of the Encartaciones Agreement of 6 
October 1668, although it did not take up its 
position until 1670.  
There are traces of human life since the 
prehistoric era. A walled settlement dating 
from the Iron Age was found in the 
neighbourhood of Bolumburu. Remains of the 
former Roman roadway to Flaviobriga (Castro 
Urdiales) have also been found in Zalla. 
 Zalla is recorded in documents from the 12th 
Century. The first parish church of San Miguel 
was built in the same century. From the 13th 
Century onwards, disputes began to arise 
among the feudal families, in particular the 
Salcedos and Ayalas, and throughout the Early 
Middle Ages the mediaeval crisis was 
particularly severe, with constant factional 
fighting in the area. Zalla is mentioned in the 
work "Bienandanzas e Fortunas" by Lope 
García de Salazar, recounting various armed 
conflicts which took place during the 15th 
Century between the Salazar and Marroquín 
families (both related to the Salcedos), with 
the support of many others dependent on 
them. 
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Institutional history To assist them in these skirmishes, the families 
built a number of fortified towers in Zalla, 
some of which still stand today, such as the 
Maruri tower, a defensive construction in the 
Gothic-Renaissance style, dating back to the 
15th or 16th Century, and classified as a site 
of regional interest. It was within this context 
that the mayoral office was established under 
the first Encartaciones Devolution Agreement 
approved in 1394. 
Zalla was and remains a staging post on a 
coastal branch of the Pilgrims' Way to 
Santiago. 
Zalla also suffered the effects of the other 
armed conflicts which raged across the region 
over the centuries, in particular the Carlist 
Wars in the 19th Century, and the Civil War in 
the 20th. 
The municipal economy was based on 
traditional steelmaking at various foundries 
established on the banks of the Cadagua, as 
well as flour production at watermills. 
Sweetcorn and txakoli wine were among the 
main agricultural produce, while trade from 
Castile to the port of Bilbao via the Valmaseda 
customs post also played a part. 
The industrial revolution arrived in Zalla at the 
end of the 19th Century. The traditional 
foundries were plunged into crisis, while new 
factories were set up, such as Papelera 
Española (paper), Fábrica de Papel de Fumar 
(cigarette papers) and Sociedad Eléctrica 
Urrutia (electrical company). The Papelera 
Española establishment was primarily 
responsible for the town's development. There 
was considerable population growth 
throughout the 20th Century. Migrants arrived 
first from the neighbouring municipalities of 
Valmaseda, Güeñes and Gordejuela and later 
from other provinces, above all Álava, Burgos 
and Palencia. This phenomenon was made 
possible thanks to the laying of the La Robla 
railway, which opened in 1894. 
In the second half of the 20th Century, the 
municipality sought substantial expansion, 
becoming the largest of the towns of the 
Encartaciones in terms of population. 
Zalla has experienced a further population 
boom in recent decades. Since the 1980s, it 
has attracted numerous dwellers from 
elsewhere in the district and the province, 
essentially becoming a dormitory town. 
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Archival history The documentation of the town of Zalla was 
held in the municipal archive, until it was 
transferred to the Provincial Historical Archive 
of Biscay in 1993. The transfer mainly covered 
the historical documentation prior to 1940. 
With the remaining documents being kept at 
the municipal archive. 
According to the report produced by the 
Historical Heritage Service of the Provincial 
Council of Biscay before the documentation 
was transferred, it is a large and complete 
archive. 
The archive was split across two locations. The 
Town Hall had been relocated to a new 
property, taking the Municipal Archive with it, 
although some of the documentation was still 
held at the former Town Hall building. 
The Municipal Archive was installed in a 
specific room on the ground floor of the new 
Town Hall, in good condition. 
Some of the documentation had been ordered 
by the individual in charge of the Zalla 
workshop school. One of the administrative 
staff was also responsible for continuing to 
update the index of documentation generated. 
The documentation had a chronological order, 
with each case file and document having a 
signature reference inside the box where it 
was kept. The documentation in the first 
hundred boxes had a comprehensive 
inventory, describing each document in detail. 
The inventory was typed and topographically 
ordered by the order of boxes. The rest of the 
documentation was noted in a book which 
was periodically updated. 
The documentation described in the AHFB 
contains an inventory of books and documents 
held in the Zalla archive in the year 1762. 
There is also an inventory book of the 
documentation from 1668 to 1908, and 
another from 1908 to 1928. 
The interest shown in the documentation can 
clearly be seen in the fact that the local 
authority paid the supervisor to arrange and 
order the documentation held in the archive, 
for the work performed in 1906. 

Source of acquisition The documentation deposited at the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay (AHFB) was 
accrued on 14 January 1994 in compliance 
with the partnership agreement signed 
between the Provincial Council of Biscay and 
the Local Authority of Zalla on 14 January 
1993. 
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Content area and structure 

Scope and content Historical documentation generated by the 
parish and Local Authority of Zalla between 
1651 and 1940. 

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation.  

Accruals New accruals may occur as a result of the 
signing of a further agreement. 

Organisation The documentation has been organised by 
means of the classification table of the 
Municipal Archivist Working Party, extended 
by a number of series.  
The table is used for all municipalities covered 
by the AHFB, and some of the series may 
therefore not be included among the 
documentation generated at this particular 
municipality. 
This covers the actions of Government, 
Secretariat and Municipal Administration and 
Public Finance, as follows: 
− Government: 936 documents between 

1651 and 1940. 
− Secretariat: 5602 documents between 

1734 and 1940. 
− Public Finance: 1712 documents between 

1733 and 1940. 

Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see the 
ISAD of the Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For exceptions, see 
the ISAD of the Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay. 

Language/script of the documents Spanish. 

Physical characteristics and technical requirements The state of upkeep is good in general. 

Description instruments All the documentation is catalogued and can 
be accessed by means of the description 
instruments used by the Municipal Section of 
the Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay: 
− Classification table. 
− ARWE database for the administration of 

information about the archive, including 
numerous points of access and onomastic, 
toponymic and subject matter indexes. 

− ARIT database for external consultation, 
with the same information and same 
access points as above 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay is 
digitising some of the documentation held, and 
making it available to Internet users. Access is 
also performed by means of the ARIT 
database. 
Digitisation has been performed for the books 
of minutes, documentation prior to 1830, 
documentation prior to 1900, including plans 
and population registers prior to 1910. 

Related units of description There are sources of documentation related to 
the Local Authority of Zalla in the different 
sections of the AHFB, in particular the 
Administrative and Judicial sections. 
The documentation generated by the Local 
Authority from 1941 to the present day is 
held at the town hall. 

Publication note Royo Ruiz, Marco Alfredo (2003). Zalla: 
Estudios Histórico-Artístico. Monografías de 
los Pueblos de Bizkaia. Diputación Foral de 
Bizkaia. Bilbao. 

Notes area 

Notes The Municipal Section of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay performs the 
functions of historical archive for those 
municipalities that have deposited their fonds. 

Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, S.L. for 
the Biscay Administration Section of the 
Biscay Historical Archive, under its technical 
instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). 
Approved by the Description Conventions 
Committee of the International Council on 
Archives held in Stockholm, Sweden, on 19-22 
September 1999. Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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