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ISAD OF THE MUNICIPAL FONDS OF OROZKO 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA U48075 

Title Municipal Archive of Orozko 

Date(s) 1519 – 1956 

Level of description Fond 

Extent and medium of the unit of description − Linear metres: 9,20 l/m 
− Boxes: 46 
− Loose books: 34 
− Number of case files: 1.098 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Local Authority of Orozko 

Institutional history Orozko is located in the Biscay district of Nerbioi 
– Ibaizabal and belongs to the judicial district of 
Bilbao. 
Everyday items from the Epi-Palaeolithic and 
Eneolithic periods have been found in the valley, 
in the caves of Urratxa, Astapekatu and 
Urkunatxa. During the Late Middle Ages, its 
fortunes diverged from those of the town of 
Biscay itself, and it was left under the control of 
the Ayala family. 
Orozko lies on the route leading to the coast via 
the port of Altube, and during the Early Middle 
Ages the main aristocratic families aimed to 
establish control over it. There were not only 
clashes between the Ayala and Abendaño 
families, the Leguizamóns and others from the 
Sodupe Valley, but also among the Valley families 
themselves, and between them and the Ayalas. 
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Institutional history During the War of the Communities, its support 
for the rebels under the Count of Salvatierra, at 
the time the Lord of the Valley, led to it being 
seized from the Count and handed back to the 
Crown, although this situation lasted just a few 
years, before it was again placed under the 
control of the Ayala family. The Valley thus 
embarked on lengthy proceedings against the 
Ayalas to reclaim its status as a royal possession. 
The dispute lasted two and a half centuries, 
before ultimately being decided in favour of 
Orozko. Once it had become a royal possession 
again, this did away with the only difficulty 
preventing it from becoming part of the Feudal 
Domain of Biscay, which Orozko definitively 
joined 2 April 1785.  
Its economy was rural in nature, at all times linked 
to the Gorbea uplands, which provided grazing 
for its flocks, with villages initially higher up 
(Urigoiti, Zaloa, Gallartu, Albizua, Arrugaeta, 
Cendegui, Manzarraga, Orrotegui, Arbaiza, 
Urrejola, Pagazaurtundua, Ayasaza, etc.), along 
with forestry operations and energy production 
(charcoal and water power used for the foundries 
from the 13th Century onwards), as well as ice. 
The ice works of Itxina, Usateguieta and Solobarri, 
in Adaro, provided ice for the whole of Biscay 
from the 17th to 20th Centuries. 

Archival history The documentation of the parish of Orozko was 
held in the municipal archive, until it was 
transferred to the Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay in 1993. The transfer mainly covered the 
historical documentation prior to 1940, with the 
remaining documents being kept at the municipal 
archive.  
According to the report produced by the 
Historical Heritage Service of the Provincial 
Council of Biscay before the documentation was 
transferred, it is a moderate-sized archive with 
well-conserved documentation from the Modern 
Era, although documents are lacking for the 20th 
Century. 
The administrative archive was installed alongside 
the municipal offices in the Town Hall. The 
remainder was divided into two rooms on the 
upper floor. 



 

3 

Archival history The subsidies for the organisation of municipal 
archives in the 1980s allowed most of the 
documentation to be ordered and inventoried. 
The part which was not ultimately inventoried 
had references as to the contents on the spine of 
the boxes. 
The documentation deposited at the AHFB 
includes an inventory book for the documents 
held in the Orozko archive in 1734, and the 
complete renewals conducted in 1791, 1811, and 
1829. There are also typed inventories of the 
books and documents held in the Municipal 
Archive at an unknown date, although close to 
the first third of the 20th Century. 

Source of acquisition The documentation deposited at the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay (AHFB) was accrued 
on 17 June 1993 in compliance with the 
partnership agreement signed between the 
Provincial Council of Biscay and the Local 
Authority of Orozko on 14 January that year. 

Content area and structure 

Scope and content Historical documentation generated by the parish 
and Local Authority of Orozko between 1719 and 
1940. This includes sworn statements regarding 
rural land as far as the year 1956. 
It also includes a box containing a document with 
reconciliation proceedings conducted before the 
Justice of the Peace between 1952 and 1959. 

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation.  

Accruals New accruals may occur as a result of the signing 
of a further agreement. 

Organización  The documentation has been organised by means 
of the classification table of the Municipal 
Archivist Working Party, extended by a number of 
series.  
The table is used for all municipalities covered by 
the AHFB, and some of the series may therefore 
not be included among the documentation 
generated at this particular municipality. 
This covers the actions of Government, 
Secretariat and Municipal Administration and 
Public Finance, as follows: 
− Government: 91 documents between 1519 

and 1938. 
− Secretariat: 1581 documents between 1520 

and 1956. 
− Public Finance: 153 documents between 

1684 and 1940. 
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Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see the ISAD 
of the Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For exceptions, see 
the ISAD of the Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay. 

Language/script of the documents Spanish. 

Physical characteristics and technical 
requirements 

The state of upkeep is good in general. 

Description instruments All the documentation is catalogued and can be 
accessed by means of the description instruments 
used by the Municipal Section of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay: 
− Classification table. 
− ARWE database for the administration of 

information about the archive, including 
numerous points of access and onomastic, 
toponymic and subject matter indexes. 

− ARIT database for external consultation, with 
the same information and same access points 
as above. 

Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay is 
digitising some of the documentation held, and 
making it available to Internet users. Access is also 
performed by means of the ARIT database. 
Digitisation has been performed for the books of 
minutes, documentation prior to 1830, 
documentation prior to 1900, including plans and 
population registers prior to 1910. 

Related units of description There are sources of documentation related to 
the Local Authority of Abadiño in the different 
sections of the AHFB, in particular the 
Administrative and Judicial sections. 
The documentation generated by the Local 
Authority from 1941 to the present day is held at 
the town hall. 

Publication note Conde Fuente, Roberto (1997). Orozko: Estudios 
Histórico-Artístico. Monografías de los Pueblos de 
Bizkaia. Diputación Foral de Bizkaia. Bilbao. 

Notes area 

Notes The Municipal Section of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay performs the functions of 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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historical archive for those municipalities that 
have deposited their fonds. 

Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, S.L. for the 
Biscay Administration Section of the Biscay 
Historical Archive, under its technical instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). Approved 
by the Description Conventions Committee of the 
International Council on Archives held in 
Stockholm, Sweden, on 19-22 September 1999. 
Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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