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ISAD OF THE MUNICIPAL FONDS OF KARRANTZA HARANA 

/ VALLE DE CARRANZA 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA U48 

Title Municipal Archive of Karrantza Harana 

Date(s) 1864 – 1940 

Level of description Fond 

Extent and medium of the unit of description − Linear metres: 23,64 l/m 
− Boxes: 177 
− Loose books: 48 
− Folders: 2 
− Number of case files: 1.736 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Local Authority of Karrantza Harana 

Institutional history Karrantza is in the Biscay district of 
Enkarterri and belongs to the judicial 
district of Balmaseda. 
The earliest traces of human settlers in 
Karrantza are the stone tools belonging to 
the final phase of the Mid-Paleolithic, 
around 35,000 years B.C. The prehistoric 
shrine of Ventalaperra provides an 
interesting selection of cave paintings, 
representing various figures engraved by 
prehistoric inhabitants during the Upper 
Paleolithic period, between 26,000 and 
20,000 years ago. 
Thousands of years later, hunter-gatherer 
communities belonging to the shepherd 
culture of the Neolithic and Bronze Age 
left their funereal features in the mountains 
surrounding the Valley, erecting numerous 
tumuli and dolmens such as La Cabaña, La 
Galupa I, etc., and this part of Biscay is 
therefore home to the greatest number of 
megalithic monuments. Burials were also 
conducted inside caves during this era. 
There are signs of burials to be found at 
the sites of Aldeacueva, El Polvorín, La 
Kubía and Los Judíos. 
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Institutional history Roman remains have been found at the Los 
Judíos cave (Sangrices). There are traces of 
Roman pottery there, along with various oil 
lamps, made from clay and commonly used 
for lighting in mines. However, the most 
significant remnants related to the possible 
incursion by the Roman Empire in the area 
comprised a set of 103 Roman coins dated 
to between 238 and 260 A.D. which were 
found in 1903 in the La Zorra cave in 
Tocornal (Soscaño). 
The earliest records of Karrantza date back 
to the 8th Century. The settlement of the 
land in the Valley became more established 
from this period onwards, with signs of the 
first churches, neighbourhoods and early 
administrative districts (Ahedo, Ibáñez, San 
Esteban, Sierra and Soscaño) whose council 
assemblies gave rise to the government of 
the Republic of Karrantza. 
The Valley of Karrantza was added to 
Biscay in the 12th Century under the rule 
of Diego López de Haro. It has always 
formed part of the Encartaciones region 
added to the Feudal Domain of Biscay in 
the 13th Century. For centuries, it retained 
its own institutions, governed by the 
Council of Abellaneda in accordance with 
the devolved traditional administrative 
agreement dated 1394. It became 
definitively associated with the Feudal 
Domain of Biscay in the early 18th 
Century. 
It experienced the factional conflict which 
took place during the early Middle Ages 
throughout the region of Biscay, as in the 
rest of the 'Tierra Llana' flat lands and the 
towns known as the 'Villas', as well as the 
subsequent armed conflict waged across 
the region over the centuries, in particular 
in the Carlist Wars of the 19th Century and 
the Civil War in the 20th. 
The economy has always been rural in 
nature, based on agriculture, livestock and 
forestry. There were mills and numerous 
foundries. 
However, poor crop yields and the limited 
amount of industry made it difficult to 
make a living, and much of the local 
population chose to emigrate, above all as 
from the second half of the 19th Century ¡. 
The migrants' destinations included Cuba, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, etc. 
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Institutional history When the railway was laid in the late 19th 
Century, thanks to a substantial amount of 
money paid by Romualdo Chavarri, who 
had made a considerable fortune in the 
Americas, the traditional economic 
structure of Karrantza underwent a radical 
change. Over the course of the first third 
of the 20th Century, the town 
progressively specialised in dairy farming, 
with the introduction of Friesian cattle. 
Livestock farming then became the main 
basis underpinning the municipal economy, 
although this primary sector is now in 
decline. 
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Archival history The documentation of the parish of 
Karrantza Harana was held in the municipal 
archive, until it was transferred to the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay in 
1993. The transfer mainly covered the 
historical documentation prior to 1940, 
with the remaining documents being kept 
at the municipal archive.  
According to the report produced by the 
Historical Heritage Service of the Provincial 
Council of Biscay before the 
documentation was transferred, it is a 
moderate-sized and fairly late archive, 
since the historical documentation prior to 
the 19th Century has disappeared for 
unknown reasons. 
The archive was held in three different 
locations at the Town Hall: one room on 
the ground floor and another two in the 
attic. 
Documentation on the ground floor was 
held in boxes and loose books. Some of the 
documentation in the attic was transferred 
to the second floor, with the bulk of the 
documentation being installed in another 
attic room, placed in boxes and old 
bundles. 
Most of the documentation on the ground 
floor had been recently organised. The 
documents were placed in folders, with a 
summary of their contents, installed in 
boxes. The boxes were relatively ordered 
on the shelves. The books had labels and 
were perfectly ordered. A classification 
table similar to the Madrid version was 
used, but there was no inventory.  
The documentation on the second floor 
was disordered and had no description. 
And the part of the archive located in the 
attic comprised the Local Finance and 
Municipal Court section. It likewise had no 
description, although the boxes or labels 
indicated the contents. 
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Source of acquisition The documentation deposited at the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay 
(AHFB) was accrued on 12 October 1994 
in compliance with the partnership 
agreement signed between the Provincial 
Council of Biscay and the Local Authority 
of Karrantza Harana on 15 February 1993. 
On 9 October 2020 a further 30 boxes of 
documentation from this municipality were 
added to the Provincial Archive, including 
documentation of the Guardamino and 
Sáinz Indo foundations. 

Content area and structure 

Scope and content Historical documentation generated by the 
parish and Local Authority of Karrantza 
Harana between 1864 and 1940. 
It also includes a box containing one 
document from the Municipal Court dated 
1938. 

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation.  

Accruals New accruals may occur as a result of the 
signing of a further agreement. 

Organisation The documentation has been organised by 
means of the classification table of the 
Municipal Archivist Working Party, 
extended by a number of series.  
The table is used for all municipalities 
covered by the AHFB, and some of the 
series may therefore not be included 
among the documentation generated at 
this particular municipality. 
This covers the actions of Government, 
Secretariat and Municipal Administration 
and Public Finance, as follows: 
− Government: 50 documents between 

1878 and 1938. 
− Secretariat: 2.492 documents between 

1829 and 1940. 
− Public Finance: 541 documents 

between 1864 and 1940. 

Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see 
the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For exceptions, 
see the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 
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Language/script of the documents Spanish. 

Physical characteristics and technical requirements The state of upkeep is good in general. 

Description instruments All the documentation is catalogued and 
can be accessed by means of the 
description instruments used by the 
Municipal Section of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay: 
a. Classification table. 
b. ARWE database for the administration 

of information about the archive, 
including numerous points of access 
and onomastic, toponymic and subject 
matter indexes. 

c. ARIT database for external 
consultation, with the same 
information and same access points as 
above.  

Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay 
is digitising some of the documentation 
held, and making it available to Internet 
users. Access is also performed by means 
of the ARIT database.  
Digitisation has been performed for the 
books of minutes, documentation prior to 
1830, documentation prior to 1900, 
including plans and population registers 
prior to 1910. 

Related units of description There are sources of documentation 
related to the Local Authority of Karrantza 
Harana in the different sections of the 
AHFB, in particular the Administrative and 
Judicial sections. 
The documentation generated by the Local 
Authority from 1954 up to the present day, 
and all that prior to said date which was 
not filed in the Provincial Archive at the 
relevant time, from 1845 to 1940, is held 
at the town hall. It comprises 250 boxes of 
documentation, occupying 30 linear 
metres. There is a computerised database 
under the responsibility of the 
administrative. The administrative may be 
contacted at the telephone number 
946806012 and the email address 
loli@karrantza.org. 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
mailto:loli@karrantza.org
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Publication note Saratzaga Garai, Aranzazu (1998). Carranza: 
Estudio Histórico-Artístico. Monografías de 
los Pueblos de Bizkaia. Diputación Foral de 
Bizkaia. Bilbao. 

Notes area 

Notes The Municipal Section of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay performs the 
functions of historical archive for those 
municipalities that have deposited their 
fonds. 

Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, S.L. 
for the Biscay Administration Section of 
the Biscay Historical Archive, under its 
technical instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). 
Approved by the Description Conventions 
Committee of the International Council on 
Archives held in Stockholm, Sweden, on 
19-22 September 1999. Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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