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ISAD OF THE MUNICIPAL FONDS OF BEGOÑA 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA U48020 

Title Municipal Archive of Begoña 

Date(s) 1771 – 1925 

Level of description Fond 

Extent and medium of the unit of description − Linear metres: 59,15 l/m 
− Boxes: 499 
− Books: 95 
− Number of case files: 9.146 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Local Authority of Begoña 

Institutional history Begoña was a parish which was annexed 
by the city of Bilbao in 1925, ceasing to 
exist as a legal entity. 
The parish of Begoña belonged to the 
'merindad' administrative district of Uribe 
and occupied thirty-sixth place in the 
General Councils of the Feudal Domain of 
Biscay. 
The former parish or "republic" of Begoña 
was a rural, mountainous area, remaining 
relatively unchanged as such up until the 
early 20th Century. Initially occupied by 
agricultural and livestock farms, it was also 
previously the site of grand bourgeois 
houses and modern detached homes. 
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Institutional history The Basilica of Our Lady of Begoña lay at 
the heart of the town. The previous church 
dating from the 16th Century provided the 
site and layout for the current place of 
worship, receiving economic support from 
merchants and shipowners in Bilbao, along 
with efforts by the parishioners 
themselves. Construction work stretched 
over more than a hundred years, up until 
the 17th Century. The destruction caused 
by the Carlist Wars in the 19th Century 
forced it to be rebuilt, a process which was 
concluded towards the end of the century. 
In the closing decades of the 20th Century, 
further restoration work was performed. 
It experienced the factional conflict which 
took place during the early Middle Ages 
throughout the region of Biscay, as in the 
rest of the 'Tierra Llana' flat lands and the 
towns known as the 'Villas', as well as the 
subsequent armed conflict waged across 
the region over the centuries, in particular 
in the Carlist Wars. As its contours 
overlook Bilbao, it became the base of 
operations for the Carlist armies during the 
sieges of the city. 
It has had an essentially rural economy, 
based on agriculture, livestock and forestry. 
There were foundries and mills. 
At the end of the 18th Century, the 
Panadería del Pontón bakery was built, 
considered to be the first industrial 
construction in Biscay, on the banks of the 
River Ibaizabal Nervión in the La Peña 
district. 
From the 19th Century onwards, the local 
economy was based on its iron mines, 
which drove the incipient industrialisation. 
The first blast furnaces in Biscay were 
installed at the Santa Ana factory in the 
Bolueta neighbourhood. La Electra de 
Bolueta was also an early electricity-
generating plant. Both these and a range of 
other factories manufacturing nails, 
cardboard, tiles, pottery and the tobacco 
plant in Santuchu lent decisive momentum 
to the economy of Biscay in the early 20th 
Century. 
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Archival history The documentation of the parish of 
Begoña remained at the municipal archive 
until it ceased to exist as a legal entity 
following definitive annexation by the city 
of Bilbao in 1925. The documentation 
fonds of Begoña remained at the Bilbao 
Archive up until their transfer to the AHFB 
in 1995. 
The Begoña archive is large in size, 
conserving documentation from the 16th 
Century onwards, although the bulk of the 
fonds was generated in the last third of the 
19th and the 20th Centuries.  
The Archive conserves an inventory book 
of the documentation from the year 1759, 
an incomplete register of documents and 
books from the archive of the same date, 
an inventory book of the documentation 
deposited at the secretarial office of the 
local authority in 1809, an inventory of 
documents and books in the secretarial 
office archive from 1860, and an index 
book of documents and books installed in 
the archive in 1880, and another inventory 
of documents and items from Begoña from 
1888.  
In 1983, the archive was held in the 
basements of the library located on Calle 
Bidebarrieta, alongside the estuary. On 23 
August of the same year, Bilbao and much 
of Biscay suffered terrible flooding, with 
catastrophic results. The Municipal Archive 
of Begoña, as in the case of the other 
parishes annexed, and the Historical 
Archive Bilbao, almost disappeared as it 
proved impossible to remove the 
documentation before water entered the 
building and covered it completely. When it 
finally proved possible to enter the 
basements and organise the recovery of 
the fonds, they were transferred to the 
former Garellano garrison huts, where 
restoration began. 
Once at the premises of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay, restoration 
work continued, and the previous 
organisation was restored. 
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Source of acquisition The documentation deposited at the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay 
(AHFB) was accrued in February and 
March 1995 in compliance with the 
partnership agreement signed between the 
Provincial Council of Biscay and the Local 
Authority of Bilbao on 15 February that 
year. 

Content area and structure 

Scope and content Historical documentation generated by the 
parish and Local Authority of Begoña 
between 1771 and 1925. This is the 
complete archive. 

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation.  

Accruals All the documentation generated by the 
Town Council of Begoña is housed in the 
Archive, and no new accruals are possible, 
since the municipality no longer exists, 
having been annexed by Bilbao. 

Organisation The documentation has been organised by 
means of the classification table of the 
Municipal Archivist Working Party, 
extended by a number of series.  
The table is used for all municipalities 
covered by the AHFB, and some of the 
series may therefore not be included 
among the documentation generated at 
this particular municipality. 
This covers the actions of Government, 
Secretariat and Municipal Administration 
and Public Finance, as follows: 
− Government: 1372 documents 

between 1300 and 1925. 
− Secretariat: 6602 documents between 

1565 and 1925. 
− Public Finance: 1170 documents 

between 1519 and 1925. 

Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see 
the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For exceptions, 
see the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 

Language/script of the documents Spanish. 
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Physical characteristics and technical requirements The complete Archive suffered from the 
flooding in 1983. Almost all the 
documentation has been restored, although 
some gaps and numerous faded texts are in 
evidence. 

Description instruments All the documentation is catalogued and 
can be accessed by means of the 
description instruments used by the 
Municipal Section of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay: 
a. Classification table. 
b. ARWE database for the administration 

of information about the archive, 
including numerous points of access 
and onomastic, toponymic and subject 
matter indexes. 

c. ARIT database for external 
consultation, with the same 
information and same access points as 
above. 

Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay 
is digitising some of the documentation 
held, and making it available to Internet 
users. Access is also performed by means 
of the ARIT database. 
The digitisation of a selected part of the 
documentation is expected to begin 
shortly. 

Related units of description There are sources of documentation 
related to the Local Authority of Begoña in 
the different sections of the AHFB, in 
particular the Administrative and Judicial 
sections. 
As the municipality ceased to exist in 1924, 
there is no documentation after this date. 

Publication note Palacios Martínez, Roberto (2014). Estudio 
Histórico-Artístico de la Villa de Bilbao. 
Monografías de los Pueblos de Bizkaia. 
Diputación Foral de Bizkaia. Bilbao. 

Notes area 

Notes The Municipal Section of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay performs the 
functions of historical archive for those 
municipalities that have deposited their 
fonds. 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, S.L. 
for the Biscay Administration Section of 
the Biscay Historical Archive, under its 
technical instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). 
Approved by the Description Conventions 
Committee of the International Council on 
Archives held in Stockholm, Sweden, on 
19-22 September 1999. Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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