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ISAD OF THE GROUPING OF MUNICIPAL REGIME AND 

URBAN PLANNING FONDS 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA DFB/BFA RMU 

Title Grouping of Municipal Regime and Urban 
Planning fonds of the Administration Section 
of Biscay 

Date(s) − Municipal Regime: 1633 – 1998 
− Urban Development: 1791 – 1999 

Level of description Grouping of fonds 

Extent and medium of the unit of description Municipal Regime: 
− Linear metres: 505.28 l.m.  
− Boxes: 4,764 
− Loose books: 14 
− Folders: 3 
− Number of case files: 69,081 
Urban Development: 
− Linear metres: 145,22 l/m 
− Boxes: 1,229 
− Loose books: 12  
− Folders: 1 
− Filing cabinets: 10 
− Number of case files: 12,560 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Provincial Council of Biscay 

Institutional history This grouping of fonds refers to the 
responsibilities of the Provincial Council and 
the administration functioning of the 
municipalities of Biscay, as well as the sphere 
of urban planning.  
As may be seen in the type of 
documentation associated with the grouping 
of fonds, the Provincial Council of Biscay 
['Bizkaia'] has, irrespective of the names 
given to the institution over the Centuries, 
enjoyed significant responsibilities, first as a 
result of the 'fueros', or power devolution 
agreements, and subsequently the 'concierto 
económico', or economic agreement.  
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Institutional history These major responsibilities, not assigned to 
provincial councils covered by the standard 
regime, gave it significant powers in both 
administering all the inherent aspects 
involved, and also managing matters related 
to municipalities. In fact, compared with the 
standard Spanish regime, the municipalities 
of Biscay have experienced greater such 
encroachment on their administration than 
on the part of State authorities.  
A circumstance which may be seen in the 
occasionally tense relationship between the 
municipalities of Biscay and the Provincial 
Council, leading them to file grievances with 
the State authorities throughout much of 
their history, for the recognition of their 
fundamental rights, and to establish a status 
equivalent to that of the standard regime. 

Archival history The history of this grouping of archival fonds 
arose above all as a result of the exclusive 
responsibilities of the Provincial Council of 
Biscay over the course of its own history. 
The documentation included under 
Municipal Regime and Urban Planning 
comprises matters involving usage of owned 
and communal land, dissolution of church 
land, litigation, municipal loans and debts, 
municipal ordinances, courts, municipal 
secretaries, distributions, municipal 
organisation, municipal elections, municipal 
public works and urban planning, and above 
all the bulk comprising municipal budgets, 
accounts and taxes. 
The part of the documentation 
corresponding to the Municipal Regime 
essentially covers the 19th and 20th 
Centuries, with some occasional earlier 
documents. Much of this corresponds to the 
municipal council budgets which the local 
authorities were required to submit to the 
Provincial Council for definitive approval. 
The part of the documentation 
corresponding to Urban Planning begins 
from the mid-20th Century. 
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Archival history Before arriving at the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Bizkaia, this documentation was 
held at the Guernica Council House Archive, 
the historical part prior to 1878 at the 
Provincial Library, and the different offices 
occupied by the departments of the 
Provincial Council of Biscay where the 
documents were generated.  
It should be borne in mind that the Provincial 
Council of Biscay, as with all other public 
institutions of any kind, embarked on a 
process of administrative complexity from 
the mid-19th Century onwards, tied to the 
increase in administrative bureaucracy which 
gradually came in with the construction of a 
liberal, centralist state. 
The organisations and/or departments 
issuing the documentation included within 
Municipal Regime and generating the bulk of 
the documentation include: Public Finance 
Commission, Provincial Commission, 
Provincial Council of Biscay, Municipal 
Council Budgets, Municipal Public Finance, 
Local Administration Section, Provincial 
Cooperation Section and Economic-
Administrative Court.  
The organisations and/or departments 
issuing the documentation included within 
Urban Development and generating the bulk 
of the documentation include: Provincial 
Urban Planning Commission, Administrative 
Corporation of Greater Bilbao, Department 
of Environment and Urban Planning, 
Department of Urban Planning, Directorate 
of Urban Planning and Environment, and 
Directorate of Urban Planning. 

Source of acquisition By transfer from 1987 onwards of the 
documentation generated up until 1878 by 
the Feudal Domain ['Señorío'] of Biscay 
previously held at the Guernica Council 
House Archive, and documentation 
generated subsequently by the Provincial 
Council of Biscay held at the Provincial 
Library based in Bilbao. In addition to 
documentation received through the transfer 
of responsibilities from other organisations: 
Spanish State and Autonomous Government 
of the Basque Country. 
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Área de contenido y estructura 

Scope and content Historical archive documentation generated 
by the institutions of the Feudal Domain of 
Biscay and Provincial Council, and 
documentation received.  

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation. 

Accruals Accruals may occur because of transfers. 

Organisation The documentation was organised on the 
basis of the classification table of the 
Archivist Working Party of the provincial 
councils, with extensions and modifications 
of series as required because of the greater 
number of responsibilities held by the 
Provincial Council of Biscay, compared with 
those covered by the standard regime. 
The table series used in cataloguing the 
documentation in this grouping of fonds 
corresponds to Municipal Regime and Urban 
Development. 
The Municipal Regime series cover the 
following actions:  
− Departmental commissions and boards: 

382 documents between 1823 and 
1991. 

− Legal control: 3,434 documents between 
1654 and 1983. 

− Municipal assets: 2,571 documents 
between 1761 and 1991. 

− Municipal boundaries: 174 documents 
between 1639 and 1985. 

− Municipal public finance: 41,161 
documents between 1680 and 1998. 

− Municipal public works: 11,342 
documents between 1680 and 1996. 

− Administrative management: 713 
documents between 1752 and 1989. 

− Municipal government: 698 documents 
between 1633 and 1984. 

− Municipal health: 4 documents between 
1873 and 1980. 

− Municipal staff: 925 documents 
between 1798 and 1981. 

− Municipal elections: 7,585 documents 
between 1733 and 1976. 

− Municipal markets: 92 documents 
between 1814 and 1921. 
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Organisation The Urban Development series cover the 
following actions:  
− Administrative management: 1,501 

documents between 1920 and 1997. 
− Personnel management: 157 documents 

between 1945 and 1982. 
− Economic management: 308 documents 

between 1946 and 1993. 
− Planning: 2,236 documents between 

1946 and 1995. 
− Urban planning regulations and 

management: 8,358 documents between 
1944 and 1999. 

All the documentation is ordered in boxes 
held at the building which houses the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay. 

Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see the 
ISAD of the Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For exceptions, 
see the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 

Language/script of the documents Spanish. 

Physical characteristics and technical requirements The state of upkeep is good in general. 

Description instruments The Administration Fonds of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay use:  
a. Classification table. 
b. ARWE database for the administration 

of information about the archive, 
including numerous points of access and 
onomastic, toponymic and subject 
matter indexes. 

c. ARIT database for external consultation, 
with the same information and same 
access points as above.  

Both the part of the documentation that is 
catalogued and the part that is inventoried 
are publicly accessible, except for the legally 
established exceptions. 

Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay is 
itself conducting digitisation of part of the 
documentation, which is accessible online via 
the ARIT database.  
There are digitised copies of part of the 
documentation, although the digitisation 
process is ongoing, and the details we 
provide here will therefore be added to. 
A total of 5,807 documents have been 
digitised within the Municipal Regime 
documentation, between 1633 and 1957. 
The distribution of digitised documentation 
by document type is as follows: 
− Municipal public finance: 1,928 

documents  
− Municipal public works: 1,569 

documents  
− Municipal staff: 528 documents  
− Municipal assets: 462 documents 
− Administrative management: 386 

documents  
− Municipal government: 371 documents  
− Municipal boundaries: 371 documents 
− Municipal elections: 53 documents 
− Municipal markets: 21 documents 
So far, only one Urban Planning document 
has been digitised, from 1791. 

Related units of description There are sources of documentation related 
to Works, Transport y Communications in 
the different sections of the Provincial 
Archive, in particular the Municipal and 
Judicial sections. 

Publication note − Provincial Council of Biscay (1997). Ten 
years managing the historical heritage of 
Biscay. Department of Culture. Historical 
Heritage Service.  

− Cifuentes Pazos, José Manuel (2002). “El 
Archivo Histórico Administrativo de la 
Diputación Foral de Bizkaia”. In 
Proceedings of the 3rd Document 
Heritage Management Conference. 
Provincial Administration Archives: 
Provincial Councils, Civil Government 
Offices, Delegations, Courts and 
Historical Bodies. Cordoba, 28 to 30 
October 2002. (pp. 329 – 338) 

Notes area 

Notes  

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, S.L. 
for the Biscay Administration Section of the 
Biscay Historical Archive, under its technical 
instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). 
Approved by the Description Conventions 
Committee of the International Council on 
Archives held in Stockholm, Sweden, on 19-
22 September 1999. Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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