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In the parish of Abadiño, the courthouse and gaol of
Astola is located between the districts of Matiena and  Zelaieta-
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The courthouse was in fact one of the political and
administrative centres of the jurisdiction of Durango. It was
the residence of the Tenant of the Jurisdiction, who presided
over the ordinary meetings with a bailiff and representatives
from the parishes in the Jurisdiction, which were Abadiño,
Apatamonasterio, Arrazola, Axpe, Berriz, Garai, Iurreta, Izurza,
Mallabia, Mañaria and Zaldua. San Agustín de Etxeberria was
also represented at these meetings until it became part of
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A Royal Settlement of 1508 determined the venue for
meetings of the Jurisdiction of Durango, for the gaols and
the Chief Magistrate’s audiences with his Tenants. However,
permanent premises for such meetings did not become
available until 1576, when the courthouse and gaol were
installed in the House of Astola.

Building
The present building is the result of major refurbishing

done in 1784, following the plans and stipulations of master
builder Tomás de Basterrechea, who decided to rebuild the
main and the west-facing façades from the foundations up.

Basically, Astola is a large but compact three-storey
quadrangle with stonework walls that were originally plastered
and painted to give the impression of masonry flagstones.
Today, the walls have been laid bare to give the building a
much more rustic look. In places, it is possible to make out
where the builders used pebbles from the nearby river.

Masonry was used in the lower floor wall to enhance the
entrance in the main façade and the entrance on the western
side, which formerly led to the stables. The flight of steps
leading to the main entrance on the first floor is also masonry,
as are the building’s structural elements and span frames.

In the main façade, the ground floor, situated below the
level of the flight of steps, has an individualised access with
basket-handle arch. The main entrance on the first floor is a
plain lintelled span, very similar to the window-door to the
right. To the left are two more parapeted windows marking
the site of the old kitchens. Above, four small lintelled windows
are set into the façade on the attic floor. Part of the wooden
structure, now glazed, crowns the building at the top to form
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To the west, on the ground floor, a surbased arch marks
the entrance to what were the stables. Two small slits are set
into the walls to act as crenels, ensuring sufficient ventilation
for any animals kept in the stables. A number of plain lintelled
windows are set irregularly into the façade: the parapeted
windows on the first floor mark the former offices of the
Jurisdiction’s

Administration and the Tenant’s room.
Despite being a good deal older, the remaining two

façades have little to recommend them in artistic terms. One
curious feature is the proliferation of brackets on the rear
façade. Two of them still support the old structure that served
as a toilet. The masonry, rather than rubblework, that covers
much of the totally hermetic lateral wall was installed during
repairs following an attempted breakout by prisoners held in
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As stated above, the ground floor of the house was used
as a stables. Just inside the entrance to the first floor is a
staircase leading to the attic. The rest housed a gaol for men,
courthouse and the room used by the Tenant of the Jurisdiction.
The gaol for women was installed in the attic.

This well-preserved building is in excellent condition after
its recent face-lift, although one might question the wisdom
of the decision to lay bare the stone façade, thus revealing
the poor quality of the materials used, pebbles from the river
included. In the 18th century, when the House of Astola was
rehabilitated, the walls were plastered and painted to leave
only the quality materials visible.

Town:
Abadiño.
Location:
Barrio Astola, 26.
Opening hours:
The building is now the headquarters of the
Gerediaga Association.Visiting is permitted
between 3.30 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Monday to Friday.
Other places of interest nearby:
Church of San Trokaz.
Abadiño.
Abadiño Cemetery.
Plaza de San Trokaz. Abadiño.
Palacio Torre (Tower) of Iñigo de Abadiño.
Barrio Zelaieta, 2. Abadiño.
Palacio Muntxaraz.
Abadiño.
Palacio Zeletabe.
Zeletabe, 10. Abadiño.
Palacio Traña Jauregui.
Plaza matiena, s/n. Abadiño.


